
 

 

 

 

RMCGF DAY 5 
CIRCUITO INTERNACIONAL PALADINO 
 
 
Conde, Brazil, November 29, 2018 – Welcome to the 19th Rotax MAX Challenge Grand 
Finals here at the Circuit International Paladino.  
 
It is already day 5 of the Grand Finals here in Brazil and the sun again welcomed the drivers 
and teams as the gates opened early on Thursday morning. A warm 31 degrees and slightly 
less cloud that had been present all week filled all with optimism that, like yesterday, today 
wouldn’t be affected by any rain showers. An 8 min Warm-Up would be followed by Heats 2 and 
3 for each group in every class and a chance to not only prove their speed but to improve or 
guarantee their starting position for the all important Pre-Finals that will take place on Friday. 
 
The Warm-Up, as with every time the karts hit the track after Official Qualifying, would take 
place on the competitors race tyres so strategy is once again important and vital to success 
over a long week. Whilst they want to do further testing and maybe test chassis set-up changes, 
they also do not want to do too many laps on their all important race tyres.  
 
125 Micro MAX 
Warm-Up - Mitchell van Dijk - 59.234, Mark Koziaev - 59.245, Maksymilian Obst - 59.330 
Heat 2 - The Dutch Champion and pole starter, Mitchell Van Dijk dropped down to 4th at 
the start of the second heat allowing Maksymilian Obst to pull out a lead for the first half of 
the race. However, Dijk fought hard and battled his way back to take the win over Obst and 
yesterday’s heat winner Douwe Dedecker. 
 
125 Mini MAX 
Warm-Up - Charlie Wurz - 56.508, Ryota Horachi - 56.527, Santiago Biagi - 56.538 
Heat 2 - The second heat for Mini MAX was dominated by two drivers from the outset. By 
the time the field got around to corner 3 on Lap 1 Evan Giltiare (FRA) and the oldest driver 
in the class, Iakov Sokolov (RUS) had broken away from the pack. Tomass Stolcermanis 
took chase but couldn’t make any impact on the pair and came home in 3rd behind Sokolov 
with Giltaire taking the win. 
 
125 Junior MAX 
Warm-Up - Odd Numbers - Esteban Masson, 52.975  
                   Even Numbers - Cesar Gazeau, 52.864 
Heat 2 - A+C - Pole sitter and yesterday’s Heat 1 winner, Jaiden Pope lost the lead which 
meant Thomas Nepveu from Canada lead most of the laps right up until a last lap move by 
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Pope that resulted in Victor Frost Bay coming through from sitting in 3rd position to take the 
win. This dropped Nepveu back to 3rd over the line whilst Jaiden stayed in 2nd. 
Heat 2 - B+D - William Seal from Australia lead the field around on the first lap with Mads Riis 
close behind. The Danish driver made his move on Lap 3 and didn’t look back making it two 
wins out of two for Team Denmark in the Junior Category. A 6 kart battle for 2nd and 3rd spots 
then ensued with Robert De Haan taking 2nd and the Belgium Kobe Pauwels having a great 
drive making up 9 places to claim 3rd. 
Heat 3 - A+D- The Juniors came back out on track after the lunch break and Robert De Haan 
was able to improve on his two 2nd places in his previous heats to take the win. Jaiden Pope 
also now has the same results as he finished 2nd ahead of Thomas Nepveu from Canada. 
Heat 3 - B+C - Mexician Noel Leon was able to secure his second heat win of the event in his 
last heat finishing 0.299 ahead of Lewis Gilbert from the UK and Vigor Hjorvard from Sweden. 
 
125 MAX 
Warm-Up - Odd Numbers - Szabo Boldizsar, 52.286  
                   Even Numbers - Senna Van Walstijn, 52.267 
Heat 2 - A+C - Hannes Morin took the lead at the start and was able to capitalise on a big 
battle behind him to pull out of a gap that was already 1.7 seconds by Lap 2. Rhys Hunter 
from the UK and Manaf Hijjawi swapped places for 2nd before Hunter was able to pull away 
and guarantee the runner-up spot in front of the Jordanian driver. The best result for a 
female driver was Hannah Greenmeier from the USA finishing in 8th. 
Heat 2 - B+D - Another Lights to flag victory was Petr Bezel in the second of the Senior heats. 
Szabo Boldizsar had a great race to finish 2nd but almost 2 seconds behind. Mark Kimber from 
the UK drove from 10th on the grid to secure 3rd. 
Heat 3 - A+D- The first driver to win all three of his heats in the class was Hannes Morin from 
Sweden. He led Senna Van Walstijn over the line who needed a good result after a bad heat 
yesterday. Belgium’s Mick Nolten started and finished in 3rd 0.802 off the front. 
Heat 3 - B+C - History was made when Manaf Hijjawi was the first driver from Jordan to win a 
race at the Grand Finals. Another that impressed in this heat was Zac Stitchbury from New 
Zealand who moved up 5 places to bank a crucial 2nd position. They both led home Pole man 
Petr Bezel. 
 
125 MAX DD2 Masters 
Warm-Up - Odd Numbers - Matthew Hamilton, 52.343    
                   Even Numbers - Slawomir Muranski. 52.775 
Heat 2 - A+C - Four time Grand Finals Champion, Christiano Morgardo was back where 
he belonged when he won the first heat race today for DD2 Masters from New Zealand’s 
Fraser Hart, who now had two 2nd place finishes to his name. Home advantage went to 
Lucas Zacante Souza as he moved up an impressive six places to take 3rd. 
Heat 2 - B+D - The fastest lap time of the week (52.215) so far and the win of the second heat 
for his group, went to Matt Hamilton (NZ). Although the gap was a large one over the line, 
Austrian Robert Pesevski was also very fast (52.375) and showed he can come through traffic 
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after passing both South Africian’s Stephen Michael (3rd) and Jonathan Pieterse (4th) to finish 
2nd. 
Heat 3 - A+D- Cristiano Morgado was able to back up his previous win with another as he led 
an again charging Robert Pesevski. New Zealand’s Fraser Hart put in another solid 
performance to complete three top 3 finishes in his heats with a 3rd. 
Heat 3 - B+C - Like his also experienced counterpart, Morgardo, Matthew Hamilton (NZ) was 
able to claim his second win of the day, however this will be more vital for him following his bad 
result in his first heat yesterday. The first race of the week to be Red Flagged following an 
incident, a single file re-start saw Michael Stephen and Antti Ollikainen drive a sensible heat 
race to finish 2nd and 3rd.  
 
125 MAX DD2 
Warm-Up - Odd Numbers -  Ivan Ekelchik, 52.105 
                   Even Numbers - Claudio Pagliarani, 51.936 
Heat 2 - A+C - It couldn’t have been closer over the line between Xen De Ruwe and Daniel 
Formal to make it 2 heat wins for either driver, but it was the driver racing for Solvenia De 
Ruwe that got to the line only 0.007 ahead. Jonathan Buxeda from New Zealand improved 
one position to cross the line in 3rd.  
Heat 2 - B+D - Team USA took a win in the second DD2 heat with Taylor Greenfield beating 
the pole man Claudio Pagliarani and Team Australia’s Ryan Wood who races with a New 
Zealand licence secured another 3rd place to match his performance yesterday. 
Heat 3 - A+D- Daniel Formal got the second Heat win he only just lost out on earlier today when 
he beat Ryan Kennedy (AUS) and Taylor Greenfield (USA) over the line. 
Heat 3 - B+C - Securing three heat wins to get the pole (not accounting for any time penalties) 
for his Pre-Final tomorrow was Xen De Ruwe. The Italian Claudio Pagliarani came 2nd and 
Ryan Wood eventually finished 3rd after leading the heat for a couple of laps early on. 
 
DEKM RGF  
NQ-Practice - For the first time this week the top of the timesheet was taken by a driver other 
than the Brazilian Roberto Da Silveira when Finn Albig managed a 55.653 ahead of Da Silveira’s 
55.757 
Qualifying -  A new name again was on top when Official Qualifying took place and Lukas 
Horstmann did a 55.135. The experience of Da Silveira is still in contention though as he 
will start P2 with Germany’s Lauren Clevert completing the Top 3.  
 
Once all of the results and any time penalties are assessed we will know the starting grids for 
the all important Pre-Finals that will take place tomorrow. There is still all to be gained or lost as 
only the top half of drivers in each class will make it through to Saturday’s crucial Final where 
the 2018 Rotax MAX Challenge Grand Final Champions will be crowned. 
 
Stay tuned for our upcoming daily reports, which bring the intense action of the RMCGF to you!  
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Stay updated by downloading the New App: Rotax Grand Finals for either IOS or Android 
phones. You can access live timing through the website: https://www.rotax-kart.com/de/Max-
Challenge/Grand-Finals/Grand-Finals-2018/Follow-the-Races/LIVE-RESULTS 
 
For more information about the Rotax MAX Challenge, please visit our website.  
 
The Rotax MAX Challenge (RMC) is a professional kart racing series established, owned and 
organized by BRP and its Rotax kart engine distributors. Approved by and in compliance with 
CIK / FIA, the RMC is a "one-make-engine" formula: only Rotax kart engines that are checked 
and sealed (for equal performance) will be used. The success in the competition is mainly up 
to the skills of the driver.  

 
About BRP-Rotax 
BRP-Rotax GmbH & Co KG, a subsidiary of BRP Inc., located in Gunskirchen, Austria is a 
leader in the development and production of innovative 4- and 2-stroke high performance Rotax 
engines for BRP products such as Ski-Doo and Lynx snowmobiles, Sea-Doo watercraft, Can-
Am all-terrain, side-by-side vehicles and Can-Am Spyder lineup as well for motorcycles, karts, 
ultra-light and light aircraft. In the last 50 years, the company has developed more than 350 
engine models for recreational vehicles and produced over 7 million engines.  
www.rotax.com 
 
About BRP 
We are a global leader in the world of powersports vehicles, propulsion systems and boats 
built on over 75 years of ingenuity and intensive consumer focus. Our portfolio of industry-
leading and distinctive products includes Ski-Doo and Lynx snowmobiles, Sea-Doo watercraft, 
Can-Am on- and off-road vehicles, Alumacraft and Manitou boats, Evinrude and Rotax marine 
propulsion systems as well as Rotax engines for karts, motorcycles and recreational aircraft. 
We support our lines of product with a dedicated parts, accessories and clothing business to 
fully enhance your riding experience. With annual sales of CA$4.5 billion from over 100 
countries, our global workforce is made up of around 10,350 driven, resourceful people.  
www.brp.com 
 
Ski-Doo, Lynx, Sea-Doo, Evinrude, Rotax, Can-Am, Spyder and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational 
Products Inc. or its affiliates. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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Alexandra Reisinger 
RMCGF 2018 Communications 
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